
United City Tucson · 1835 S Alvernon Way, Tucson, AZ 85711 · (520) 245-4858 · unitedcitytucson.com Page 1

UNITED CITY TUCSON · SERMON NOTES · AUGUST 16, 2026

The Battle After the Victory!
¡La Batalla Después de la Victoria!

Anchor text — 1 Corinthians 10:12 (NIV) · Pastor Sabas Jimenez

“So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!”
1 CORINTHIANS 10:12 (NIV)

CENTRAL TRUTH

The Heart Is Revealed

After seasons of consecration, breakthrough, and victory, believers must remain watchful,
humble, and dependent on God — because testing often follows, and the heart is revealed.

INTRODUCTION

The Moment After the Victory Shout

We know how to pray for victory. We know how to fast for the breakthrough. We know how to shout when

the walls fall. But do we know how to live after the victory?

As believers we prepare for the battle before the victory, but many times we are unprepared for the battle

that comes after it. The enemy is not only interested in stopping your breakthrough; he also wants to corrupt

what God gave you, drain what God restored, and make you careless after God has helped you be

victorious.

The dangerous moment is not always when you feel weak. Sometimes it is when you feel strongest — when

the prayer has been answered, the fast has ended, the door has opened, the fire has fallen, or the enemy

appears defeated.

The biblical pattern: Consecration → Victory or Divine Encounter → Testing → Faithfulness or Failure

The test after the victory does not mean the victory was false. It means the next season requires the same

dependence on God that produced the victory in the first place. Today's warning is simple: the victory is

not the time to become careless.

POINT I

Victory Does Not Mean the Battle Is Over
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Victory changes the battlefield, but it does not eliminate spiritual opposition. A breakthrough may close one

chapter while opening a new season of responsibility, stewardship, and testing.

A. Testing often follows consecration and spiritual victory

Jesus fasted forty days, and immediately afterward the tempter came. His fasting did not create weakness in

His relationship with the Father; it prepared Him to face the test in obedience. The temptations targeted

identity — “If you are the Son of God” — appetite, pride, power, and worship. Jesus answered each attack

with the written Word and remained completely obedient (Matthew 4:1–11).

“For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being

tempted.”
HEBREWS 2:18 (ESV)

Jesus is not only an example standing far away from us. He is the merciful High Priest who understands

temptation and gives grace to help us in the moment of need (Hebrews 4:15–16).

A spiritual victory does not make you immune to temptation; it teaches you where your
strength must come from.

B. God may use the next test to reveal what is in your heart

Israel: Red Sea Victory → Wilderness Complaining. Israel crossed the Red Sea, then faced bitter water,

hunger, and thirst (Exodus 14–17). The miracle revealed God's power; the wilderness revealed whether the

people would trust the God whose power they had just seen.

Deuteronomy 8:2 tells us that God led Israel through the wilderness to humble and test them, so that what

was in their heart would become visible. A test does not inform God of something He does not know. It

exposes us to ourselves. It reveals what the celebration may have hidden — our motives, habits, fears,

pride, and dependence.

C. The enemy often attacks the area touched by the victory

After Jericho fell by God's power, Israel treated Ai as an easy assignment. Joshua 7 shows that confidence

without consecration became presumption, and Achan's hidden sin brought public defeat. God's first word to

Joshua was not emotional comfort; it was a command to confront the sin that had been tolerated in the camp

(Joshua 7:10–13).

Yesterday's obedience cannot excuse today's compromise, and yesterday's victory cannot replace today's

dependence. You cannot live today on yesterday's oil. You cannot face today's temptation with yesterday's

prayer. The God who gave the victory must remain the God you depend on after the victory.

Lesson: Sometimes the greatest danger comes after the greatest victory.

POINT II
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The Greatest Danger After Victory Is Self-Confidence

1 Corinthians 10:12 does not say, “If you are standing, relax.” It says, “Be careful.” Standing is not the signal

to become careless; it is the reason to remain watchful.

A. Pride makes us forget who gave the victory

Hezekiah: Miraculous Deliverance → Pride (2 Kings 20; 2 Chronicles 32:24–31). God heals Hezekiah,

extends his life, and gives a miraculous sign — 185,000 soldiers killed by an angel in one night. Soon

afterward, Babylonian envoys arrive. Instead of glorifying God, Hezekiah proudly displays all his treasures. 2

Chronicles 32:31 says God allowed this to test what was in his heart.

B. Complacency turns success into vulnerability

David: Military Success → Moral Failure. David experienced victory after victory. Then, “in the spring of

the year, the time when kings go out to battle,” David stayed home (2 Samuel 11:1). The man who had faced

giants became vulnerable when he abandoned his place of responsibility. The progression was devastating:

idleness, unchecked desire, adultery, manipulation, murder, and cover-up. Victory produced complacency.

David says in Psalm 51:10 — “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” He

understood his heart was revealed before God!

Noah: Deliverance → Drunkenness. Noah obeyed God through the Flood, worshiped after deliverance,

and later became drunk, bringing shame into his family (Genesis 6–9). One of the Bible's reminders that

even righteous people remain vulnerable after great spiritual experiences.

C. Exhaustion and isolation distort what we see

Elijah: Mount Carmel → Depression → Isolation. Elijah stood on Mount Carmel, saw fire fall, watched

false prophets defeated, and prayed until rain returned. Then one threat from Jezebel sent him running (1

Kings 18–19). The battle after the victory! His progression is important: spiritual expenditure (energy, effort,

and time) → physical exhaustion → fear → isolation → discouragement.

God did not shame Elijah for being depleted. He gave him rest, food, His presence, and renewed purpose.

Spiritual vigilance includes caring for the body, refusing isolation, and listening again for the voice of God.

Pastoral insight — Not every low moment is rebellion. Sometimes a faithful servant is spiritually spent,

physically tired, and in need of restoration.

Peter received great revelation — “You are the Christ” — but only a few moments later he resisted Jesus'

teaching about the cross and received a severe rebuke: “Get behind me, Satan!” (Matthew 16). Revelation

did not make Peter incapable of misplaced thinking. Spiritual experiences are gifts, not trophies. Never let

what God did through you convince you that you can now live without Him.

Peter's second warning: confidence without watchfulness. At the Last Supper, Peter confidently

declared he was ready to go with Jesus to prison and death. Jesus warned him that Satan desired to sift him

like wheat (Luke 22:31–34). Within hours, Peter denied the Lord three times (Luke 22:54–62). Sincerity is

not the same as spiritual readiness. Good intentions must be joined to prayer, humility, and obedience.
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The enemy does not need you to renounce the victory. He only needs you to become
careless with what the victory placed in your hands.

POINT III

You Can Stand After the Victory by Staying Dependent on Christ

The answer is not fear, suspicion, or expecting every blessing to collapse. The answer is humble, watchful

dependence on God. The same grace that brought you through the battle can keep you after the victory.

A. Stay humble — be careful that you don't fall

“Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has

overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted

beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may

be able to endure it.”
1 CORINTHIANS 10:12–13 (ESV)

Verse 12 removes self-confidence. Verse 13 restores God-confidence.

Your victory is a test of your heart!

B. Remain watchful: keep the Word, prayer, community, and healthy rhythms

Jesus answered temptation with Scripture. Keep the Word close after the fast, after the conference, after the

altar experience, and after the answered prayer. Do not close the Bible because the crisis passed. Watch

and pray before temptation arrives. Bring hidden struggles into the light, stay connected to mature believers,

and refuse the isolation that magnifies fear and temptation.

Rest is not a lack of spirituality. Elijah needed food and sleep before he could hear the next assignment

clearly. Practical disciplines: Keep praying. Keep reading. Keep worshiping. Keep serving. Keep resting

wisely. Keep accountable. Keep short accounts with God.

C. Look to Jesus: the One who passed every test

Adam failed in a garden of abundance. Israel failed in the wilderness. Many of God's servants stumbled after

remarkable victories. But Jesus, the faithful Son, overcame every temptation through complete obedience.

Joseph resisted temptation in Potiphar's house (Genesis 39). Daniel remained faithful at the king's table and

later in the lions' den (Daniel 1; 6). And when a believer has already stumbled, Peter's story declares that

failure does not have to be final. Peter wept, repented, was restored by Jesus, and returned to his calling.

The goal is not only to win a moment. The goal is to remain faithful after the moment — to
carry the victory with humility, obedience, and worship.
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CONCLUSION

Hezekiah's Final Test & the Larger Pattern

Hezekiah was supposed to die, but God gave him 15 more years of life — and the final test brings the

message into focus. After healing, blessing, and a miraculous sign, another moment arrived — one that

exposed the condition of his heart.

“And so in the matter of the envoys of the princes of Babylon, who had been sent to him to inquire

about the sign that had been done in the land, God left him to himself, in order to test him and to

know all that was in his heart.”
2 CHRONICLES 32:31 (ESV)

The envoys did not look like an enemy army. They came asking questions. The danger after victory may not

arrive looking dangerous. It may look like admiration, opportunity, comfort, ease, temptation, applause, or a

harmless moment of self-display.

The test revealed what the miracle had not removed. God's blessing does not
automatically remove pride from the heart. Victory must be followed by continued
surrender.

Sometimes the person fails: Noah · David · Elijah (emotionally) · Hezekiah · Peter · Israel · Joshua's camp

(because of Achan). Sometimes the person overcomes: Joseph (Genesis 39) · Daniel (Daniel 1; 6). And

perfectly: Jesus, the perfect Adam and faithful Son, overcomes every temptation through complete

obedience. Always remember there will be: testing, temptation, proving, and refining.

FINAL APPEAL

Do Not Put Down Your Shield

Perhaps you have just come through a fast, a breakthrough, a healing, a deliverance, an answered prayer,

or a powerful encounter with God. Thank God for the victory — but do not put down your shield. The Lord is

not exposing you to destroy you. He is calling you back to watchfulness, humility, repentance, and

dependence.

• After the victory — stay humble.

• After the breakthrough — stay prayerful.

• After the fire falls — stay close to the altar.

• After the walls fall — keep obeying.

• After God uses you — give Him all the glory.

• When temptation comes — look for God's way of escape.
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Final declaration — The victory was God's gift. Remaining faithful is our response. Remain
humble, remain watchful, and keep your eyes on Jesus.


